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T « the providence of 
Nature , to neceſsitate a 
retribution of her gifts 
unto ber ſelf. Her matter 
[hee lends , neuer fayles 
{I} ber ; it may indeed be in 
I ſome ſort corrupted, but no 
way annihilated.Though man be corrupted na- 
ture looſeth no ſubſtance ; but what was lately 
hers in a bumane body, will ſtill be hers though 
butin duſt and aſhes, Tf nature can be ſo fru- 
gal to ſaue ber owne,tis pity that piety ſhould 

ealooſer . The riuers reſtore unto the Ocean 
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to the bearers benefite, not a ( riticks cenſure. 

So plain? that the ſimple may underſtand ; and 
yet(T hope) not altogether ſo unpoliſhed, that 
the friendly and iudiciouſly curious may ſcorne 
it.. Briefly, what T have conſecrated to God ,[ 
may boldly preſent to man. Therefore in con- 
fidence 1 oak imiration.of him in accepting a 
good Will, I reſt 


Your Nephew, in all Chriſtian dutic -_ ; 


— tobe commanded, 


 ANTONY FAWKENER,. 


PREACHED AT 
Pauls-Croſfle. 


IoB 19.21. 
Hane pitie pon me, haue pitie por me,( O yee my 


friends ) for the haud of God hath touched mee, 


S the great Vniuerſe, ſo 
the ſmall World, Mar is 
compofed of, and diuided 
into two parts; Spiritand 
Body. The ſoule expre(- 
ſeth creatures immateriall; 
Angells : The body isthe 
ann character of things mate- 
Hall and corporall. . The world was pure till 
man fell : the ſinne of-the little world curſed 
the greate one, No-ſoonet was: Adam found 
guilty, but the earth was curſed, and that receiued 

B puniſhment 
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puniſhment before the delinquent : yer not for its 
owne, but his ſake. Man ſinned, notthe earth; the 
earth was curſed, not for its owne, but mans 
puniſhment : Theground mult be curſed ere: man 
can be puniſhed : the earth muſt be barren, ere 
Adam can ſweat. As of {inne, {o is man the chiefe 
ſubic& of calamitic; each creatureelſe for his ſake, 
he for his owne. Their puniſhment 1snot theirs, 
but his; and their vabappineſle onely t1 order to 
his miſery. The earth indeed was curſt,man more; 
barrenneſle ſeiſed on it, death on him. 

Raro antecedentem ſceleſtum 

Deſcruit pede paya claude. 

Puniſhment is light-footed, and will as ſoone 
reuenge God,as.man can iniure him. Tranſgreſsi- 
on is ſometimes puniſhed with the obicR it de- 
fires. 4dam indecede by cating the forbidden fruir, 
knew good and cuill; bur 'twas a lamentable 
knowledge. He kneweuill, but firſt in himſel!fe:the 
firſt ſcience he had, was of his owncegnfirmity;for, 
He ſaw that he was naked, Gen.3.7. Sometimes 'tis 
puniſh't by the contrary : Adams would no ſooner 
haue beene as God, but he was asman,ambitious 
to be cquall with the Almightie, he hecame infe- 
riour to himſelfe, By his owne power he would 
haue lived for euer, and therefore died preſently , 
for,By finne death entred into the world. Loe then ! 
he was no ſooner finfull; than miſerable, no 
foonerthe ſubicR of tranſgreſsion,than of aſfli&ti- 
on.Asthen we deriuc finne from our parents, ſo 
1's puniſhment, and miſery is as much ex #r«dxce 
as £uilt. What man then lives and oft-times finnes 
not; 
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not? what man oft-tunes {tnnes, and is not ſome- 
timzs ſcourged 7 As theu cur afflition may be 
cymmon, ſo our compunction ſhould be mutuall. 
Our brother is corrected to day, to morrow may 
he our courle: J#b was aftliacd in this Chapter,he 
knew his friends might be ere long(as indecd they 
werc in the laſt Chaptcr, where he was faine tro 
ſacrifice for them: ) and therefore exhorts them to 
beſtow that vpon him in hiscalamitie,which they 
would be glad to beg of himin theirs;at lcaſt,that 
weake mercy of commileration, and that ſinall 
ſolace, Pitie, 
Haue pitie upon me, hane pitte vpon me Cc. 

Man and wifc are one by a matrimoniall vnion; 
Budy and Soule make one by a naturaliconſtitutie 
on.Each man hath in himſclfe a ſtate Oeconomi- 
call; Exe w25 married to Adam , the Body to rhe 
Soule. Adamthen is both Jadaam and Exe, Soule 
and Body, The Serpent firſt beguiled Exze,then 
ſhee Adam : Vanity firſt cheats ſenſe, then ſhee 
decciues the foule. As both have ſinned, fo both 
ate puniſhed in the ſame order: Firſt Eve was chid- 
den,then Adam. Firſt the body is puniſhed in this 
world, then tle ſoule in the life tocome. The 
whole world of man tranſpgrefled in its parts , 
Aim and Exe, who were it : and, by a law of part» 
ticcachofthemis puniſhed in their parts; ſoule 
and body,which make vpthem. The whole man 
then is aflited in his parts: looke but vpon this 
_ verſe,and behold this afflicted man, My Text is 
the Embleme of a wretched wight, where by a 


method Syntheticall,the ſacred Iimmgr proceeds . 
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R oencrall arethree : 1.taken from rhe cauſes of his 
afflition, which here are two ; Inſtrumentall, ſ. 
The hand : prime Efficient,/: Of God.2.taken from 
the ation concrete, with its manner, /. Hath 
touched, 3. trom the patient; the whole man,and 
bur a fraile man, /. Mee. 

Firſt then of the double petition: Hawe pitie vp- 
97 me,hane pitie vpou me.Such wasthe loue of Gogl 
rovs, that he would not make vs accordingto any 
umage, but his owne: he would haue had vs no 
ſooner men than ſonnes;and the Creator vouch- 
ſafed to bethe prototype of his creaturc. Yer the 
madneſle of our ambition fluttered to ſoare aboue 
the wiſdome of his mercie : Calum ipſum petinuus 
fultitiz, To be duſt and aſhes,was as much as by 
our owne nature we could be;yetto be but a little 
infer1ourto God, wasto beleſſe than wee would 
be. How faine we would haue becne as God 
himſelfe! and nothing could ſatisfie the ſtupide 
. prideof our finite nature , ſave ro be abſolutely 
- equallwithaninfinite eflence, So fooliſh was our 
= * farſt 
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&:{t rebellion,that nothing could be the obietof 
irs 21me, faue the vanitie ofa contradition. Thus 
in defacing his image, we vncreated his worke, 
1nd by the defect of a new creation, made our 
(clues what he made vs not. Now, if he that is not 
with him, be againſt him ; hethat is not like him, 
is ſo diflike him,that hee is contrarie. As then we 
walked ſtubborncly againſt him, ſo hath'he wal- 
 ked ſtubbornely againſt vs, reuenging our diſlike 
ofhis lienefle, and by his juſtice puniſhing the 
contempt of his mercy.So that now our miſcric is 
ſquarcd to our happinefle, and our fenſeas natu- 
. rally admits the obie@ char ir hares,as that it likes. 

The eye can as cafily {ec a ghaſtly pale, as a plea- 
fing white ; our fleſh may be as ſoone ſcorched 

with heate, as recreated. by a refreſhing luke- 

- warmth, . . The carg.can as properly heare- the 
ialF@oalc, and all our ſenſes re- 
Werpuniſhments as their ble(- 

ſings.Nor is thafowtexcmpred from this afflicti- 
on,but muſt hauc a&great a ſhare with the body in 
miſcrie as it had in {mne ; which though it haue 
not ſenſe, it may haue a compaſſion anda fellow- 
feeling by, the vertue of its vnion, It willes the 
wel-fare ofits.ncareſt neighbour,the body;which 
being tortur'd its deſireiscroſled, and the contra- 

dition of the will is the tarteſt puniſhment of the | . 

foule. My Textis. compaſſed withthe complaint of = pag 

this. double afflition;as the man of the Text (766) 

is withthe miſcric it ſelfe; He cries out inthe 20. 

verle, My bone cleaueth to my skin, awd Thaae > 

ſeaped with the 5kin of my teeth. Loethe a_ 
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his bodice, Againe heexpoſtulates inthe 22.verſe, 


why doe you perſecute me 45 God, and are not ſatisfied 
with my fleſp: Loehere the anguiſh of his ſoule, 
This double affliction then may well require a 
two-fold petition for a two-fold commiſerati. 
on; Hame pitie vpon me,hane &c.Thus farrethe pe- 
tition hath reſpeed the two-fold ſubieR of ca. 
lamitic. Now, becauſe thatrequeſtis neuer perems- 
ptorie, which intercedes by the mediation of rea- 
{0n, 'tis beſt we ſhould a-while haue reipg vnto 
the fourc implicitereaſons ; two taken 4 Poſ/e,for 
tis calie andlawfull;and two Debito,for'tiscom- 
manded by Nature and God. And firſt of the 
firſt, Tiscafie, To be bad when thercisa poſſibility 
for vs tobe good, argues a negleR;to be bad when 
itis caſie tobe good, inferresa voluntarie rebelli- 
on. It would be an vnnaturallcontumacicto ſtrug- 
ole againſt an offred vertue,and aſtuddied finnero 
be vicious with dithculty. Teares are as cafic as 
affection, and compatlion as common as loue. If 
our friend be well, we muſt needes ioy, and if he 
be ill, by the ſame neceſitie we muſt weepe : 
"Our x21139 det 1ee5 x) ay Sirgve bY. If we can 1oy,we 
can grieue; rearesare common to both, and cach_ 
of them equally challenge a compaſſion, As eaſily 
as we canembrace, we can pitic ; and be with as 
little difficultie compaſſionate, as paſſionate. It is 
troubleto be hard heartcd, and itwas more paine 
for loſephto refraine himſelfe than ro weepe, Ger. 
45-1. Tis nolabourto be pirifull; forthey that are 
weakeſt,are moſtinclined to it; Women, Pharaoh 


that could ride in a Chaxiot,was hard hearted;but 


his 
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hisdaughtcr,a Virgin,not capable of labour, had 
compaſſion vpon Agſes. The men were dogged 399: 2.6. 
thatcould ſtriuc againſt commiſeration, and thoſe 
children of Iſrael which wept ar Chriſts death, g 1.4,...8, 
were the Daughters of Ierufalem, So caficir is for 
that ſexto pitic, which by its nature is not of force 452naſ4. ad 
to rebell againſt irs nature. Pitie then 1s our owne, ENIEEY 
for it isingraffed; tis harder to be ſtonie than re- 
|enting,and a prodigieto be cruel,none to be mer- 
cifull, Kat 33 3 mine onueie The 7% Orf vj porns Biy Sore” 
wag, 70 1 barn x; eviumd ney 65 Toy mAyory YI 61ciFu Gelhe 
Joy 37 x; 7 TY 24 MAT s 6219 aegaupn nas, Athanaſius tells 
vs that/ignesand miracles arc the onely effets of 
Gods power,butlouc and compaſſion are the na- 
turall fruits of mans will.Sothat we need not take 
paines to entertatne lenitie, {ith *ris in our owne 
powerto be mercitull. Thus condolencie is ſo 
properly, lo genuinely ours,that we can hardly be 
yamercifull; andrhereforc in the fable of Zycaos, 
the Poet iudiciouſly makes it the miraculous 
worke of a ſtrange metamorphoſis, for a man to 
become a Wolfe, Weare ſo our ſclues when we . 
arecompaſhionate, that when we are vnmercifull 
weare not our ſelues. Ov#5; wink $47 axon prey 115419/-ad ; 
tier dovuradicy; daneſy@&Hardneſle of heart is not ©0430 
the worke ofthe creation, but ofthe Deuill ; and 
crueltic alwaies followes either a baſe or a domi- 
ncering diſtemperature. The proud cannot brooke 49:5. 224.9. 
pitic, ſuppoſing all, aue themſelues / who are 319:4/#-2* 
worlt ) worthy of puniſhment. He that is iniured 
1$an enemie toit, for he-imagines reuenge ; and 
hethar is iniurious,for he js only intent on malice. 
; Briefly, 
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Briefly,itisa ſtranger to the fearleſle, deſperate 


and the cowardly ftearefull : the one 1s ſo careleſſe 
of himſclte, that he forgets to pitie another; the 
other is ſo carcfull of himſclfe, that he hath no 
Iciſureto pitie another. Loc here the quintaine,the 
troupe of the Deuill; Pride, Reuenge, Malice, 
Deſpaire, and Feare; the lame and crooked nurſes 
of vnmercifulneſſe. The defects of nature are the 
ſources of crueltie, and the diſtemperatures of the 
ſoule, the ſole enemies of compaſſion. Yet( good 
God )how well we could be ought but what we 
are | wecould performe any thing ſaue our taske, 
and be cafily compaſſionate if it were not eafie; 
Thus doe we warre againſt pietie ; chufing rather 
to bexicious with Jiffcultie, than vertuous With 
eaſe. Rather than we will be good, wewill ſweate 
to be bad; and by a miſ-guided eleion, rather 
ſceke'a Viper which we know will ſtihg vs, than 
receiueany refetion which we know will nouriſh 
vs. Thus when God offers vs bread, we chooſe a 
ſtone; he giues vsa fiſh, and weaske a ſerpent. But 


ſtay: our naturc is ſo bad, that it will be good, 


though bur by its owne iuſtification. Rather than. 
our iudgements ſhall faile, our inventions ſhall 
preuadicate. Malignant mindes muſt be conſtant, 
thoughagainit reaſon; and will ſtriue to prooue 
that bad, which they cannot indure ſhould be 
ſtiled good. Tis no argument (they'l ſay) to 
proouecompaſhon good,;becauſc tis ealte ; for ſo 
moſt tins ſhould be tuſtified. Theanſwer to which, 
drawes vs tothe confiderarion of the ſecond rea- 


ſon;fortis not barely caſie,but withall iuſtifiable : 
'tis Lawtull. Tg 
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judgement : what 15 iuſt, is lawfull, and what is 
reafonallc, 1s inſt. Vertue 1s meaſured by reaſon, 
and hath principally its nature from eleRion. 
Reaſon is a diuine gift, thoughit be naturall, and 
' canafivell make a vertue, as ſenſe a vice. The fleſh 
is weake; I but the ſpirit is willing : an intempe- 
rate body may deftre badly : but-a well guided 
ſoule makes the action vertuous. Mercie, as a ſen- 
ive paſſion,may be meere triuiall and idle: Mer- 
cic,as a motion of the minde, guided by reaſon, is 
2 beautifull vertue. Now becauſe vertue hath its 
extreames.and the Dcuill can turne himſelfefrom 
blacke to white, from the extreame toappearethe 
meane ; fromthe Prince of darkneſle to ſe mean 
Angell oflight : we muſt ſeeke how to finde the 
meane,and refuſe the extreames; to entertaine the 
Angell,and caſt out the Deuill. To the perfor- 
mance of which,we muſt firſt define Pirie , ſhew- 
ing what itis; then,manifeſt the perſons whom it 
reſpects . Butbefore we proceede to define, let 
Logicke moderate vs; for becauſe of the ambigu- 
ous terme Mzſericoraia, Mercie, tis beſt to divide. 
Tis taken then two waies,as only intimating com- 
miſcrarion,or withall implying ſuccour, S.Grego- 
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ri makes the diuiſfion,and proportions fifitermes panitcur. - 


to the diuiding members. Per:miſericoraiam nmi- 
ſerentis affettum intelligimns,per miſerationem vero 
miſericordie exhibitionem ſignamus.The word is ci- 
thertaken for a naked pitie,onely commilerating 
misfortunes, without gining reliefe:or fora com- 
paſſion attended witn a beneficence, which im- 
C plics 
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plies an atuall exhibition of ſuccour. The firſt is 
moſt properly meant in my Text, the ſecond is a 
naturall conſequent : both may be handled;but to 
auoyde colfaſion and tediouſneſlc,the firſt onely 
inthe dorine. 
$.Auz.deciu, Pitiethenis defined to be Aliens miſcrie in corde 
actg1b.9:59Þ-5- noſtrocompeſ510,2 decpe and hearty fellow-feelin 
of anothers miſerie. From which obſerue theſe 
foure Canons. Firſt, there mult be a fecling or 
ſorrow. Thus in the extremity of commiſeration 


the Prophet crycth, 24y bowells ſhall ſound like an 


Harpe for Moab,c3 mint inward parts a ma: 

Iſay. 16.11. Secondly, there muſt be a fellow-fee- 
ling;compaſſion as well as paſſion : for we muſt 

flere cum flentibus , weepe with thoſe that weepe, 
Rome12.15.Thirdly,we muſt have a refpe& to Mi- 

ſerie ; Miſericordie propriaſedes miſeria eſt, faith S, 

peconverſad Bernard : Felicitic requires no pitie, but miſcrie is 
Elerſer.cap,10- the only ſeate of mercy. Laſtly, it muſt be Aliexe 
»i/erie,ofanothers vnhappines.Our pitic hath re- 

fpct toothers,notour ſelues, andif we are fad for 

our own miſcrie,'tis Do/or,not Compaſ5io; Anguiſh, 

not Pitie. Sothen, if we hauenor feeling, were 


not paſſionate ; if we haue not fellow-fecling,we 
a opaſlionate. The definitionthen includes 
a n,& that reſpe& brings vs tothe perſons, 


T {ideration of whom ſwayes the ballance, 
and makes our pitic either friuolous or diſcreet. 
Now:theperſonsto be piticd,are tobe confidered 
1n reſpect of their coniundtion ro the parties pity- 
LOR gp: ThecontunQion may be three-fold, r.Natu- 
11.4.4  Tllas ofa Kiuſmantoa Kinſman;a, Ciuill,asof a 
Countriman 
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Countriman toa Countriman, 3. Spirituall, as of 


4 Chriſtian to a Chriſtian, We ought indeede ro 


piticall, but theſe per priss . Charitic begins at 
home: we Owe1t tocach man, but firſtro thenea- 
reſt. Vertue and Grace{'tis Aquinas his ſimile)imi- 
tate Naturcythe fire firſt warmes what is like it, and 
next it, The ayre can fooner participate of the fares 
heate,thanthe water; and the flame ſooneſt heats 
thatwhich naturally is moſt propenſe and incli- 
ningto warmth. So though our Compaſsion ex- 
tends toall, it firſt reſpe&s the neareſt. Religion 
and policie preſcribe an order to onr loue, and 
naturally our aftection isas neere as nature. Pafo 


Its Cant Toms, 


mY e/Je vim charitatis vnam, multas tamen he- - 


ere cauſas & multes ordines diligendl, ſaith S. 
Origen, We may loue,and conſequently pitie, all; 
yetſome firſt and moſt, and one commiſeration 
may haue divers degrees. The beautifull and de- 
formed may be both beloued,yetthe faireſt beſt: 
I may commiſeratea friends caſe, yea and ancne- 
mies ro0,yetmy friends firſt. /oſeph fed all Egypr, 
but he placed his father and his brethren in the 
belt of the land, Ger.47.11. He ſold foode ro 
the Egyptians, verſe 14. but hee nouriſted 


them ; verſ. 12. S, Paul ſuffered perſecution, 


for the Gentiles, but he could wiſh him- 
ſelfe ſeparared from Chriſt for his bretheren 
his kinſmen according tothe fleſh, Rom.9.3. //ract 
was commanded to entertaine ſtrangers gently, 
Lexit.19+33. but they wept bittery for the dc. 
ſtruction of their countrimen the Beniamites ; 


tuae,2 1.2.Dawid indeed piticd and revenged the 
C 2 ſojourning 
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ſoiourning Tebuſites : But Jeremy compiled a 
whole booke of Lamentations for his natiue City 
Gen.19.4.5, Teruſalem.Briefly, Abraham may be kinde to Ha- 
gar, but he muſt loue Sarah, It was gricuous in his 
ſightro part with 1/þmael, yer he muſt notbe heire 
Gen-21-1061%- ith his ſonne 1ſaack : For we muſt doe good to all 
men,but ſpecially to thoſe that are of the houſhould of 
| faith,Gal.6.10.Theſe three things then,Religion, 
_ Kindred, and Country,claime the firſttitle in our 
iT aftetion,and conſequently in our compaſſion;and 
that commiſeration which orderly reſpe&s them, 
is naturall, lawfull,and ſanRified. Theſe indeed in- 
ferrea priority in mercy,but infinuate not ſoclear- 
ly the legitimacy of Pirie it ſelfe, Now this law- 
fulneſſe we may collect from the motiues to 
commiſeration, and the cauſes of affliction. The 
motiues are of two ſorts, 1. Apartemiſerents, 2.4 
parte eins cuins miſeremur : the one is grounded in 
the party pitying, the other procecds from the 
perſon piticd. The cauſes of compaſſion, in re- 
ſped of the perſon pitying, are three : r. Diledo. 
2.Coniunttio. 3. Aſsimilatio: Loue,Kindred and 
equalitie,or likeneſſe, The firſt is Loue: There isa 
body as well by loue as by nature; the difference 
is, thattwo naturall bodies make but one by 
friendſhip. As one naturall body hath onely its 
owne ſenſe, ſorwo bodies, made one by friend- 
fhip,hath but one feeling. So that pitie is as natu- 
rall as ſenſe, and compaſſion as proper to friends 
=. as paſſhionto men. All things are commonamonegſt 
al friends ;then fois miſcrie : forafflition is as ſelfe- 
ji communicatiue as happineſle, My friend is as mine 
awne 
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own ſoale, Deat.13.6, Thus f I loue my friend, I 
am but per? alter , ſcarceanother ;ſothat I ac- 
count his paine my griefe, and whar he vndergoes 
properly,l muſt ſuffer,at leaſt by reputation. The 
cond motiue is Coniunion and neareneſle; 
which we haue before touched. The third is Afsi- 
milation or likeneſſe. If the winde can ſcatter duſt, 
then a ſimili,why cannot the breath of Gods no- 
ſtrilis ſcatter vs which are but duſt? If one man be 


in miſerie,we are men to0,6 but men,and may be 
juſt ſo afflicted. tas parentum peior auts---- weare 


'* allno better than our brethren ;, not ſo good as 
our fathers. It they be puniſhed, ſo may we; if bad 
be (courged, why ſhould worſe looke for happi- 
nefle 2 It /0b be puniſhed, why may not his friends 
betormented 2 Saw! perſecutes Dania, and what 
Superſedeas hath hee,but that for all that the Phi- 
litims may ſcorne him? /acob was as wiſe,as aged, 
and pitiad the Shechemites his neighbours, know- 
ing that the reſt of his neighbours might erc long 
haue had cauſe to pitic him : If the inhabitants of 
the land ſhould haue gathered themſelues toge- 
ther againſt him being few in number, and ſo he 
and his houſe ſhould haue beene deſtroyed, Gez. 
34-30.Itthen we pitic others,we put our compal- 
ltonto vie; we lend our mercie to our owne pro- 
fir,and onely ſtore itto receiue it at ncede. Thus 
our mercie reflets vpon vs, and our compaſſion 
toothers includes as much reſpect to our ſelues as 
them. Now if we ſhould onely pitie them for our 
owne ſakes,it would be Philantie, not Charitie ; a 
telfe-afte&ion,not a brotherly compaſſion. There 
| G3 muſt 
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muſt be then cauſa eorgrai, as well ag 
exryulwy; The obict muſt impell to,as much ag 
wein our ſelucs'can be mooued to grant. So that 
we muſt weigh the motiues, aſwell in reſpe& of 
the partie piticd,as the partic pitying. Now that 
motiue is onely one, Miſerie; which in reſpe of 
the perſon, its ſubicR, is rwo-fold, Involuntary, 
which befalls vs againſt our will : and voluntarie, 
whichin ſome manner rakes ground from our 
owneconſent. Involuntaric vnhappineſle is of 
two ſorts ; Either Naturail, when any defe& is 
in andby Nature: as blindnefle, lamenefle, and 
ſuch like imperfeCions vnauoidable : Or caſuall, 
as when from any thing we expect good, and it 
happens euill. So /obs children met to be familiar 
and merry together,and the houſe fell vpon them, - 
So Mephiboſheth in haſt to be ſaued, was lamed, 
, Theſe two ſorts of vahappineſle, may iuſtly cha- 
lenge pitic. Wherfore Chriſt had compaſſion vp- 
onthe blinde man, /0-x 9.6.and Dauid vpon lame 
Mephiboſheth,2.Sam.g9.10. Now our calamitie 
may be termed voluntary rwo waycs; *at:9ve now 
euitationis, & ratione elections in cauſa. Eyther in 


. notauoyding it when we may; as when cher by 


contemptor neglect werunne head-long into any 
imminent danger: Orin willing vnhappinefle in 
its cauſe; which is, when we will the cauſe of mi- 
ſcric;for {9 conſequently we will miſcrie it ſelfe. 
He that eates knowne poyſon,doth in ſome man- 
ner deſire ſickneſle, He that wills the tranſpreſfion 
of thc law, willes conſequently the puniſhment, 
He that muſt nceds fin, muſt needs die;and he that 


willes 
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willes the one,deſfires the other. Iſrael will die if 
they will ſin: wherfore God( asit were wondring 
attheir vnnaturall deſtre) askes them not why 
they will ſinne, but why they will die, Ezs#iel 33, 
11. So theſe two ſorts are {o farre from moouing 
to pitic,that they excite to puniſhment, Sothen, 
all poore are not alike to be pitied, Cain was a 
wanderer, ſo was Facob : but Cain a Vagabond, 
1c0b a Pilgrim, the one to be puniſhed; the other - 
tobe relieued, He that will not auoide an apparent 
affition,is worthy to receiue it. And if Sh;mei wil 1King.2.z7. 
not keepe his bounds, but raſhly goc ouer the river © 
Kidron,good reaſon hee ſhould be ſmitten that he 

dic. Bona eft miſericardia,ſed non debet efſe contre S.Augſup | 
indiciure, ſ:ich S. Au2uſline. Mercy is good, but ©: 
then inordinate,when againſt juſtice. We know by 

the immutable decree of God, that bloud isto be 

ſhed for bloud : If then the murtherer will needs 

beglutted with bloud, ler him buy it withthe pay- 

ment of his owne ; and receiue what conſequent- 

ly he wills, the puniſhment. His bloud ſhall be Deur-15-32. 
vpon him,and oureie muſt not pitie him. Not- 
withſtanding, voluntarie affliction doth not al- 
wayescxclude commiſcration, but only,orat leaſt 
chiefly when it is offenſiue to Iuſtice. 44;erere met, 
non quia dignns, ſed quia ines & pauper ſum ego. 
Isftitjs meritur querit, miſericordia miſeriam in- 
Fuctur Vera m:ſcricorata non indicat ſed afficit, Thus 
S. Bernarditeacheth how to aske mercy by his 
owne perition, Haue compaſſion ( faith he ) vpon 
Mc,uot becauſeI deſeruc it, butbecauſe I want it. | 
Iuftice ©** + 
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Iuſtice lookes for merit; Mercic takes notice of 
miſerie; and true commiſeration argues nor by 
reaſon, but affets with paſsion. Same! mourned 
for diſobedient Saw/, reſpecting his diſtreſle not 
his ſinne. And Daxid ſorrowed tor that trayterous 
parricide, Ab/alors:his teares indeed were in vaine, 
yct they were pious becauſe pitifull. We may be-. 
ſtow pitic vponan offendour that is dying;not to 
ſauce him,burttocomfort him : we may pitie an of- 
fendourthar is liuing, Ad ſuſtentationem nature, 
1n0n ad fomentur culpe. We may haue compaision 
vpon his nature in which he is like vs, and not 
cheriſh his vice, in which we ſhould be diſlike 
hin. From theſe it iscuident,how far compalſsion 
is lawfull, and how inordinate. But becauſethe 
word Lawtull may only inſinyatcatolcrancie(for 
things indiffcrent,and not in themſclues abſolute- 
ly good, may be permitted, and according to that 
acceptation lawfull the next reaſon challenges 
place; which is grounded vpon command : and 
firſt of Nature. 

®vors 5 5 S405 > GrAdNAnor IG Th $8 ayopor foley WM Y4Ys 
faith Mthanaſivs. God hath ſo guided Nature, 
that ſhee makes her beſt workes,as like as ſhee can 
to God. Man was createdaccording to his owne 
image, and is naturally in nothing more like him 


. thanin mercy. Incach creature there is ve/#igium 


creators, the foot-ſteppe of the creator ; in man 
hisimage. The moſt ſauage cruelty hath its li- 
mits : Beares agree amonglt themſclues; and the 
Canibals that deuoure their enemics, nouriſh their 
neighbours, 
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on depends vpona fellow. The cauſe why this 
fellowſhip is ſo neceſlarie , is the neceſity of a 
mutuall relicfez which is as well afforded by 
compaſlion,as ina gift. My minde may be as 
liberall as my hand; and if pouertic curbe my 
bounty, yet maugre misfortune I can beſtow the 
naturall beneuolence of pity : Which 15 to be 
accepted,fith ir was the commendations of geſi- 


nceighbonrs. As bodies are naturally contiguous, 
ſo are our afteRtions : Wee are as neere by loue as 
they by touch. A man had as good be a ſtocke, 
154 man withour a neighbour . Wee are better 
than beaſts only in diſcourſe, ſo thar our perfei- 


laus \that Tm LETT Tvs AweniTe Mans ag wu udugs Xenoph oraz, aa 
iam, Hee reſpected thoſe frirnds that would 44/40. 


doe him a curtelie , more than thoſe that could 
doe it; preferring the beneuolence of minde, to 
the -othble beneficence of fortune. If Icannor 
399 yet Ican loue, if by misfortune I cannor 
uccour, yer by nature Ican pity . By commilc» 
rationthoughl1 cannot free my friend, yet I can 


eaſe him, Noris it my ſorrow that ſo helpes him, 44% 1244: 


but its cauſe, AﬀeRion : for it addes ioy to the * 


affliated,that hee is beloued even to compaſſion, 
As weearc men, wee muſt be ſociable; if wee bee 
ſociable , when occaſion ſerues wee mult pitty. 
That lone is counterfeit which cannot grieue, 
& locietic isnothing worth withour ſymphathic. 
S0 rarely inbred is this paſsion,that there is ſcarce 
anything artained(p caſily, and good ſo natural- 
ly. Miſericor! 
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fium neceſſario cogit affeitu, faith S. Bernard,Mercie 
is ſo naturall to good mindes,that it doth not per. 
ſwade to compaſſion,but compell. 50 that though 
they would not pitie, yet they muſt; itbeing to 
them ſo naturall that it is vnauoidable. Now as 
nature rules the creatures,ſo the Creator rules na- 
eure; ſo that her preſcripr is but ſubordinate to his 
law, and ſhee onely proclaimes what God firſt de. 
crees. Thus we may inferre thatit is Gods com» 
mandement,becauſe hers; but by reaſon that we 
may ſee the Almighties will in the bright mirrour 
the Scripture clearer than in that dimme one of 
Nature, 'tis ſafeſt to haue recourſe to it, where we 
ſhall findethatalſo: Itis commanded by God, 
Eftote miſericordes, ſicut & pater veſter eft miſers. 
cors, faith Chriſt, S. Luk.6.36. Be yee mercifull as 
your Father is mercifull. Attum eſt. A further proofe 
might ſauour of incredulitie . Loe here the com» 
mand both of God and Nature; 'tis the-Decree of 
Icfus Chriſt, God and Man. In which is aprecept 
and anexhortation. He comands by his power,Fe 
gee mercifull,and perfwades by an example .Stcur 
pater ec. As your Father © mercifull.. T hat ſtatute 
muſt needs begood, which. God ena, and that 
ation muſt needstherefore be iuſt, of which hes 
the example. Our firſt parents deſired to be as 
God,andthcir ambition was rebellion. Yet loe we 
muſt labour to be as God, and our defire ſhall be 
religion, Toaſpireto becquallwith God,is trea- 
ſonagainſthis Maieſtie : to indeauour to be like 
him,isobedience to his precept. The pride oftheir 
ambition 
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ambition attempted an equalitie; but theloueof p 
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our obedience aimes at a likenefle.His mercie is 2- 
boucall his workes,wherefore if you will be moſt 
like him, Effote miſericordes, Be you mercifull , 10 
you ſhallbeasneere him by atfmilation, as your 
firſt parents werediftantbyrtheir ambitian.Thcir 


vainly intended equalitie was puniſhed with iudg- 
ment, and your likeneſle in mercy ſhall be rewar- 
ded with mercy. Deus non muſeretar niſt propter 4- 
mOren in quantum #05 amat vt aliquid ſui, ſaith 1+ 
quioas, God therefore pities vs, becauſe he loues 
vs,and onely loues vs becauſe weare like him. He 
will pitie the mercifull, becauſe he louesthem,and 
he will lLoue them becauſe they are ſo like him. 
Wherfore he will be mercifullvntothe merciful, 


Aqui. 214.8. 
30-AYrt,2.44 to 


and therefore B/e//2d are the mereifull, for they ſbalf 


ebtaine mercie, $, Mat. 5.7. Heark beloued, Bleſ- 


ſed axe the merciful, not barely happie honoured : + 


with riches of God,not with the ſlender opulency 
of fortune. Arethereany thenamongſt you (my 
brethren ) which haue cloathed Chriſt when he 
was naked, fed him when hee was hungr 


meric,' and 
given him drinke when he was thirſtierifrhere be 


ay, Come yee bleſſed of the Lora, and inherit the 5111,,-- - 
kingdome, prepared for you from the foundations of 14-15-26. 


the world, Inherit thatinthis worldby the ſtable 
polleſsion ofacertaine hope, which youſhall in- 
herir in the lifero come, in the fulnefle oftoy for 
euermore; Be not flowro piric; foritis cafie ; bee 
not doubefully eyriousto recciue it,for it is law- 
full: IMB Gb du _— 8 
Ke 2 ca 
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leaſt condemne it not rebelliouſly:for 'ris the come. 
mandof God. Pirie thy kinſmen with Joſeph, for 
they are thy ficſh. Have compaſs:on vpun thy 
countrimen with /erems3,forthcy arc thy brethren: 
Be mercifull toth6ſc of thy religion, for yeeare 
one in Chriſt Ieſts; yce are of one houſhold of 
faith. Pitie thy brother for his owne ſake; for ſo 
thou maicſt comfort him: haue compaſsion vpon 
him for thine own ſake; for ſothou maicſt expcR a. 
retriburis6 in thy miſery.Giue voto the poore,& ſo 
l-nd vntothe Lard,and he wil-pay thee:or giue vn- 
ro the poore,& ſo pay vnto the Lord what he hath 
lent thee. 2aid habes quod non-accepiſti? What haſt 
thou,which thou haſt not receiued 2 & what canſt 
thou beſtow,but whatthou haſt borrowed?Ifthon 
piueſt tothe poore,thou giueſt to Chrift., 1t thou 
£iueſt to Chriſt, thou giueſt ro.God : Nar is it ſo 


5.4ug:3n,Pſa, mucha gift as a; debt; Deillins dus qui inbet wt des, 
May not God do what he wil with his own? If his 
cyc be good, letnot yours be thereforecuillL For 


whartyoubeſtow is none of yours, but his onlythat 
commands you togiue it. If then God forgiue 
theethy debr,take notthy brother by the throat 
for his. Doth.the poore owettlice any thing? re- 
mitit : farin hauing more than js neceſſary for 
thee,thou oweſt as much rohim.Ifthou haſt more 
than —_ mph haſt more thanthine = 
Sper fina Aiuit uns neceſ[aria (unt peuperum. T 

ouerplns of the jk "- eGoies of the 
poorc. A niggardly hand may oppr: ſſeas muchas 
a violent, Zes alien poſciflentar, en [ſuper fins p of51- 
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dextur. When you whoord vpthat which you de 


not want,you ſp.»ylethe poore of that which they 


want. '- nobu extrahitur crudcliter quod conſuni- 
tur inaniter. That is cruelly extorted- from the 
ocedy,which is lauiſhly ſpent vpon thy luſt. Sith 
then God hath giuenco thee,imitate himin being 
boumtifull ro thy brother. Lec Gods almes be thy 
almes and what his mercie hath beſtowed vpon 
thee, ler thy picic diuide vnto thy neighbour. 
Bricfly,though the Shabeans robbe 406, yer ct 
Elphez. pity him: though:the Lord by afflition 
tryc himgggtler B:i/aad and Zophar haue compal- 
fon vpont himy and though he be perſecuted by 
Satan his enemie, yetat leaſt ,Hauc pitic vpon| him 
(0 yec his friends). Friends ! yea, but yery ſmall 
ones ; In my Text they are pur in a parentheſis , 
andare no ncerer than-almoſt quite out. Proſperi- 
tiemay hauc choiſe of acquaintance, but onely 
miſerie is the touch-ſtone of afriend.' Tistrue in- 
d&cd,the Man of the Eaſt had diuers friends, but 
now they abhorre, and are turned :againſt rhe 
poore man, J04,1e4.19.19. So fickle isthe amity uf 
paraſtticall friends, that the, inconſtancy, of time 
and forrunecanſterne ts Nature. Now if we will 
loue conſtantly,we muſt loue well;and if we will 
loue well, we mult loue verruouſly. So thax our 
fricadſhip- muſt - principally reſpeR. gaognelle, 
both in.qur ſclues.and friends. Herharcannor af- 
fcthimfelfe, cannox affeR- another; and he that 


loues iniquirie,cannor loue himf: Ife : For he hates. 
15, Cum e199 #aiſers- 


his ownc ſoule,. ?/alm.-1 1 
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48120419 W441, Verum amicum quomoao habere pote. 
bo INT rem,ce wthioptantem in quibus ipſe meipſum patie. 
t14 bar inimieum ? (aithS. Auguſtin. If in louing linne 
[ hate my ſoule, how can my vicious friend be my 

true friend, which onely can wiſhthat content vn- 

toime, the defire of which makes me an enemytg 

my ſelfe2 If then our {clues be bad, we cantiot 

loue our friends wel:& again,tf our friends be bad 

they cannot loue vs well. The wicked is alwayes 

conſcious ofhis owne vnfaithfulnefſe, and icalous 

of his fellowes conſtancy by his guiltineſſe of his 

owne inconftancy, he loues without truſt,as if he 

would one day hate, and his friendſhip isalwaies 

ſtartled with ſuſpition. Thevicious then cannot 

loue, for they dare nor truft;though they be cons 

federate and ioyned by company, they are diui- 

ded in hcart:ſo that religion onely and goodneſſe 

canvnite the ſoules. A vertuous friend-ſhip cors 

res Natvre, atid 'what ſhee hath' diuidedinbos 

dies, it makes-one in aftetion. Wherefore the 

Poet liuely infinuates the neareneſle of friends by 

diuiding their ſoule:as though therewere not two 

Hor.Od,lib, ſoules;but one varted; ſo thac titmſelfe had-bur 
1.04.3. _-- Anima dimidium—-halfeafoule;his friend had 
conſeſ. cap.6. ThE other part, and they two had bur 'one life. S, 
Auguſtine commendsthis moſtfignificant andex- 
preffine deſcription bf mime friendſhip by ſharing 
of ſpirits,and the Scriptbre-properly exemplifies 
in two religious friends; for the ſoule of 10vathen 
was knit with the foule of Danid,r.5S9m.18.1. So 
almoſt were they one;that they couldnotbe _ 
Fong ht, lutely 
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lutely two z and the only difference betweenthem 

was,that cach might be but halfe the other, This 

amitic is as conſtant as neare,and cannot be diſſol- 

ved, vnleſſe the friend ſhould be vnioynted from 

himſelfe.If /0bs friends had beene ſuch,his petiti- 

on would haue becne granted before framed, and 

25 ſoone as he had felt afflition, he might haye 

demanded pitie by thetitle of a Symphathic. But 

they arenot ſo afteAtionate as to condole, nor ſo 

neareas to hauea fellow-feeling- Wherefore if he 

will require compaſhon, he muſt pleade. for it; 

which he doth inthe next place, by ſhewing; the 

cauſes of his affliction. and frſ the inſtrumencall : 

For the hand of God hath touched me. | The hand. 
Duemaamodum 11 ocule contermplatio, fic in meng De [erm. Dom, 

a/lio intelligitar, faith S. Augdſtine:Thecye and the '7904'ht 

hand are the principall inſtruments of fenſe.: The 

one of ſeeing,the nobler ſenſe of diſcipline : The 

other of feeling,themoſt neceſſaric to rhe ſimple 

being. So that as-we vnderſtand contemplation 

by the Eyc, ſoweantimate power and 'aQtion by ;, j1,x7y cop. 

the hand. Per menus intelliguntur opera, faith S. 1-Hom 2. 

Origen, The hand isthe moſt operatiue inſtrument 

of the will;and what we doe by it commonly, we 

expreſſe by it. Sothat.nature hath eſtabliſhed it a 

cuſtome: and in moſt common-wealths: at any 

publicke eleion,the motion ofthe hand declares y;;4.1;z.,. 

the aſſentofthe will. /u/tu manug, aſſenticbantar, 

faith Tacitus, In.the Romane Senat they mani- ders bb. 1: 

teſted theirconſent by holding vp their hands, 

andin their Armics too,toanoide the A 

of. 
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of vocal ſuffrages,it was 2 militarie cuſtome to ſip. 
nific their mindes by their hands: withall intima. 
ting by that inſtrument ef vigour and force,not 
onely their approbation, but alſo their conſtancie 
and readineſlero the maintaining their reſolution 


ſoexpreſled. The Scripturesare as copious of te. 


ſtimonies.,as their authors of cuſtomes. We will 
vree a few. Firſt, God himſelfe in a ſolemne Pro- 
teſtation is faid ro lift vp his Hand, N«m.14.30. 
inſinuating the maintenance of his decree by his 
power. Thelight of his countenance canblcflc his 
people;but when he miraculouſly deliuersthem 
and plagues his enemies,'tis with a mightie Hand; 
P(al.136.12.The ligne of ſtrength is in aſtretched 
out arme; and if Ilfracl will conquer Amealeck, 
Aaron and Her mult ſtay vp Moſes Hands,Exed.17 
12. Alas weake 057 If rhe Hand of God behis 
power andthat wholly vpon thee, thy friends had 
neede pitic thee. The hand that can ſpan the Heas 
uens, muſt needes ſquicze a worme. The Finges 
of God was enough to plague a whole great na- 
tion, Zgypr, Exed.8.19. Was it then poſlible 
that one miſerable man ſhould ſuſtaine the weight 
of his whole hand? 2 dat pari dat poſſe pati. He 
that ſends aſflition will ſend patience. Godis 
merciful as well asiuſt,and it was the Hewd of God. 

Yetthatmight be a queſtion, if it were not an 
axiome, and be diſputed as but probable, if the 
Holy Ghoſt did not warrant the neceflitie: God 
approued of /ob, whomthe Deuill ſlandered: Sa- 
tan {mote him with boiles, 786.2.7.Then,was that 
7 the 


— uw. _—_— 


Al PRn—=——_ 


NCT 


at Pauls-C, roſſe.. 


the Hand'of God ? Malignus ſpirit us mala volun- 


cipit yiſt ab illo ſus quo ſunt onnia certts & inſtts me- 
ritorum gradibus ordinats. Thus S.' Auonſtine 
anſweres ; The Deuill would hurt, but he wants 
the power : God muſt giue him leaue, elſe he can- 
not execute his will. Satan hath the will in him- 
ſelfe, but he cannot performe it,vnleſle Godlend 
him power. The cauſe is Gods, and Satan cannot 
perſecute till he will proſecure. God of himſclfe 
is iuſt,and Satan malitious;& vnleſſe God wil cxe. 
cute his iuſtice, Satan cannotaRuate his malice.So 
that Gods permiſhon is his ation and the power 
that he lends, is ſtiled his #rd.God is Tudge,Satan 
the executioner ; 'tis the Deuills will, but Gods 
power. Now the Lambeis mercifull, but the Dra- 
g0n iscruell; andthough Sataris malice would 
cruſh vs, yetthe hand of God will but Touch vs. 


Hath touched. And'tisenough;torat the touch 7,,,4.9; 


of the Lord,the mountaines ſmoake : ahd are the 
wicked any thing ſaue an heape of tranſpreſfion?is 
the world of man ought elſe faue' a mountaine of 
linne? Weare nothing. ſaue a lumpe of diſorder,a 
Babel of contumacic, built ſo high rhat our rebel- 
lion may reachto'Gods tares, and need not with 
the bloud of bel,crie, but whiſper,for a ven- 
oeance: 2 fraitemafſe vfconfuſton,on which if he 
doth but blow, he puffes vs into anothing ; and 
if he wil but touctithis Babylon, our fmoake muſt 
aſcend foreuermore. Yet is henort more iuſtice 
than mereie,& can exprefſe himſelfe to be both at 

E£ ' ONCE. 
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once. Sothat the Scripture attributes to him a 
three-foldtouch, [. Tatum iuſticie, tailun miſeri. 
cordie, 0 tattum medium,or tentationis. He con- 
founds by the touch ofiuſtice , when hee will re- 
uenge; Sothe Lord of hoſts ſhall rouch the land, 


and it ſhall melt away, -Ames.9.5.He comforteth 


by the touch of his mercie, when he will forgiue 
for ſo Ieſus touched the Leper,and he was healed, 
S. Math.8.3. He toucheth by thetouch of his 
mercie and tuſtice together, when he will trie;zand 
ſo the hand of God hath touched 7945. In whoſe 
tryall,reſpe&rhe afflition,and view Gods Iuſtice; 
lookeypon the end,and behold his mercie. He 
was ſinfull,thcrefore might lawfully be puniſhed, 
yet God affliats him more to proue him, thanto 
puniſh him. The Lord will rebuke-him, yer not 
in his anger; he will chaſtiſc him, but not in his 
wrath. Becauſe he hath ſinned he may, I and ſhall 
be afflited, and yet by that ſcourge not ſo much 
puniſhed as proued. Thusall things proue to the 
good of thecle&t, Ifthey finne, they ſhallbe pu- 
niſhed ; yer their punithment ſhall be the witneſſe 
of their rriall, and thatthe path-way to their glo- 
rie. God will not cocker his children,but corre 
them ;and ſtrike hardeſt where he loucs moſt. The 
man after his owne heart ſhall roare for paine:and 
iaſt 7ab complaines , The hand of Gad hath touched 
Mee. | 

Voxclamantis in deſerto, The voyce of one cry- 
ing inthe Wilderneſſe : That was, S.Jobn Baptiſt : 
Here is another vox c/amantis, the voyce of acrier; 
"tis 
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tis inthe wilderneſle too. His ſoule was deſolate, 
and affected vncauth places as much as Dauid, who 
was like a Pelican of the wilderneſſe, and like an 
Owle of the Deſerts. He was the Baptiſt roo, but 
meerely paſlue, Baptiſmo [ang utnis g he was bapti- 


Plal.102.6, 


cd withthe baptiſme of affliction : and that he is 


a Crier as well as $.70hn,js intimated by his name; 
16,which ſignifies a fearefull howling. We know 
the ſtorie of him, andthe ſcope of it./. the mani- 
tcſtation of Gods triall of mans patience in miſe- 
rie, Exch one knowes the afflictions of the man 
ofthe Eaſt, Job : but who takes notice of the wo- 


man of the North, our Metropolis? Here is a 


third vox c/amantis,the voyce of one crying,Iand 
inthe Deſcrt. For loc Satan the Dragon hath per- 
ſecuted her as the womanin the wildernes. Nay 
her whole ſelfe not lone agone was but a wilder- 


nefſe,if you will take a Deſert fora place deſolate, Rev.12.14, 


S.Gregories complaint wasrenewed,andtheruines 
by him deplored truly patterned in that cxample, 
Habitatores non exparte ſubtrahuntur , ſed pariter 
corruunt. Dom vacue relinquunter. Filiorum fu- 
ners paretes aſpiciunt et ſui cos adinteritum heredes 
precedunt, The ſtately towers of Ston were be- 
come the habitation of Satyres, her people not by 
degrees plucked vp, but mowed downe together 
in full {yathes. Lo, a lamentable 7 01 ! The 
Grand-fire,by a prepoſterous priuiledge of ſurui- 
uing,heire to his inteſtate Nephew. You might. 
haue beheld youth the firſt borneof death, and 


the pray haires deſcending lateſt to the graue. 
SI The 
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The oreat Temple of Teruſalem, that liuing houſe 
- of God, the company of Chriſtians was fo vnioy- 


red,that there was ſcarcea ſtone leit vpon a ſtone, 
a man to conuerſe in ſatetie with his neighbour, 
A peſtilent diſeaſe diſordered nature . The graue 
ſnatched what nature denied,the ſtrongeſt. Ver hos 
parentes hen ſibi ſuperſlites effugerit ſpebtaculum, Pa. 
rents were mourners for their children, and cloſed 
thole eyes which ſhould haue wept at their fune- 
rals. The graues were as full of carkaſles as the 
houſes of inhabitants;and the poore remnant that 
were left and reſerued from this fatall captivitie, 
were not ſo much the parts as the ruines of a City, 
Troynouant was indeed new Troy , the wretched 
daughter of an vahappie mother. Beth-rapha was 
turned into Bechjzz, The houſe of health, not to 
an edifice buta bare place of weeping. You ſhould 
not haue miſ-called a matron Naemre, but called 
her ra; not a beautifull ſpouſe but a diftreſleq 
widow. Lo,gaſping Rachel would haue the name , 
forin thoſe tearefull plagues the fathers ſon of his. 
right hand, his darling babe was but ze--0n3, the 
ſon of ſorrow, God Almightie had withdrawne 


the light of his countenance from vs; The Arke of 


our ſaluation was wel-neare taken, and the lamen- 
ting Noners Pofeng themſclues for trauel!l,haue 
brought forth their firſt-borne aborriues , an vn- 
timely truit of a name, diſtractedly inquiſitiue, 
khabod,where isthe glorie? 2uam pent farnereons 
Proſerpine, & indicaniem vidimus Xacum ! one 


Zoote wasia the graue,and((O Lord) how almoſt 


did 
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4:d our ſoules goc downe 1nto the pit ? There was 

no //aia/ to ſaue the lining from death; no Z/i-: 
«toraiſe the deadro life. The wiſe periſhzdias the 
Holiſh, the Prieſts as the peaſants, both promiſ- 
cuouſly interred rogether ; ſo thar cach ſepulchre 
was a charnel-houſe, cach graue a Golgotha. Ze/-: 
ſ15z4r trembled fora light threat > The:hand of 
God appeared to vs , not writing ona wall,but a: 
whole Kingdome,grauing the name of deſolation 

in the black characters of the Peſtilence, and each 
doors fatall & common motto, Lo2d hauemers 

cp vpon V3, Graues were ſearcer than houſes;and 
theearth mare ſtreightned ro receiuc the dead, 
than the habitations the liuing. Sorthart neceſlitie 
made one pir 2 common ſ{epulchre,and the whole 
Citie EzeZtiels field. Yer loe, thoſe afflictions "A 
which ſhould hauc corrected , haue hardned'vs., L OOTY 
Willa man ſpoyle his gods ? faith the Lord : yet 
yee haue ſpoyled me : but yee ſay, Wherein haue 

we ſpoyled thee? In tythesand offerings. The 
Prieſt-hood is become a derilton, the Miniſterie a 
contempt,and the Citurch robbed by contentious 
flocks and ſacrilcgious Patrons. Wherefore yeare 
curſed with a cur(c;for yee haue ſpoiled me ( faith 

the Lord ) cuen rhis whole nation. But bring yee 

all the tythes into the ſtore-houle,that there may 

be meate in mine houſe,and prous me now here- 

with ( ſaittithe Lord) If Lwill not openthe win- 
dowes of heauen vnto you,and powre you out a 
bleſſing without meaſure. And I will rebuke the 


dcuourer for your ſakes-----. Andall nations ſhall 
E3 call 
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call youbleſſed, for yee ſhall be a pleaſane lang; 
faith the Lord of hoſts.Pride,fulneſſe of bread and 
deceit in the citie ; Oppreffion and barbarous ma- 
lice in the countrie: theſe are the weapons which 
wehane whetted againſt our owne foules,and the 
broken reedes that piercedthe hands of thoſe thae 
leaned onthem. How many townes may we ſee 
turned into open fields, religion decayed with na- 
eure,the Church with the pariſhioners; land-lords 
mctamorphoſed to wolues, ſeruants into dogs, 
villages intoſheep-coates,and families into ſhep. 
heards Curres ! Becauſe the bleſſing of God was 
troubleſome,and the multirude of men ſeemed a 
burthen vnto vs, loe, the iuſt Lord hath caſed ys 
in hisindignation,andin amoment ſweptaway(b 

warre and peſtilence)abone an hundred thouſand. 
He hath recompenced our ingratitude with ven- 
geancc, and which of vs all haue not loſta kinf- 
man? O then, Hae pitie pon V5,haue pitie vpon vs, 
(O yee our friends ) for the hana of God hath touched 
vs. Yetthe Lord is mercifulland gracious,and in 
the middeſt of iudgement hath remembred mer- 
cie. Ourgreat Citie Nincueh, and her King hath 
repented in ſackcloth and aſhes, forrow and humi- 
litic : and behold the Lord hath beene more mer- 
cifullthan man. Though 7oneh hath prophefied 
indgements, he hath turned them into conſolati- 
ons. Behold,Syon is againe inhabited, and who 
can number her towers? The voice of gladneſſe is 
heard in her Palaces, and ſongs of thankſ-giuing 
initcad of the mourning of Hadad-rimmon: Moſes 
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the black ſpots of the Peſtilence from our bodies, 
O be toyfull im the Lord all je lands, all ſorts, all per- 
ſons, young men and maidens, olde men and children, 
praiſe yee the Lord, So ſhall God render vnto 705 
ſeuen fold ; the wombes of our young women 
ſhall be fruitfull, and your children ſhall play by 
thouſands in the ſtreets;the ſtrength of our young 
men ſhall breake a bowe of ſtcele, and the gray 
hayres of our auncients fhall deſcend with ioy 8 
reucrence into the graue. O then beloued quick- 
ly,to day if you will heare,caſt off the menſtruous 
cloathes of Hypocriſie and wickedneſle, and pre- 

ſent your foules, your naked ſoules as a ſacrifice 

withoutblemiſh vato the God of your faluation. 
Come taſte and ſee howgood and gracious the Lord is, 
Take the Cup of ſaluation, and ſing with Angels and 
Arch-angels.,Glorie to God on bickin earth peace,and 

good will towards men. wee praiſe thee,wee ble(ſe 
thee, we glorificthee, &c. 
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